What are you trying to accomplish with this?

This is part of a long-term strategy.  We want to provide an opportunity for parishioners to reflect on, and to discern, their particular gifts for parish ministry.  Over a period of 3 years, this programme will:

· Deepen personal spirituality

· Expand knowledge of the Church, sacraments and Scripture

· Develop ministerial skills

We are responding to the expressed needs of Pastors.  You have told us that:

· You want assistance in finding persons who are properly formed.

· You want clear criteria as to what formation is needed to prepare lay people for parish ministry.

· The need for formation exceeds the resources available.

Years 1 and 2 are planned to be open to the general public.  To be admitted to year 3 will require 2 things:

1. The nomination of the pastor of the parish where the participant normally attends.

2. The recommendation of the course facilitators who are familiar with the candidate’s work and commitment. 

Year 3 will provide specific formation for an identified area of parish ministry.

